AAFPRS Position Statement on Physicians and Medispas

The American Academy of Facial Plastic Surgery believes that patient safety, quality of care and fair and accurate representations to the public are paramount to the responsibilities of the physician and their representative societies.

Medispas are defined as specific sites of service for non-medical treatments, techniques, devices or therapies administered under the actual or apparent supervision of a physician, often in conjunction with medical treatment.  
As an Academy, we recognize that technological advances make it possible to perform medical treatments/procedures, such as laser therapy, injectable soft-tissue fillers and certain ablative chemical peels, in these non-traditional medical environments.  

The delivery of any medical service is considered the practice of medicine and must be done by licensed physicians. These medical services may sometimes be delegated by physicians to certain non-physicians, who are appropriately trained, credentialed and/or licensed, but only where allowed by the state laws and regulations in the state where the physician practices or facility exists.

The physician is responsible for the examination of the prospective patient and authorizing the treatment plan, as well as the supervision of the non-physician practitioner delivering medical services at these sites.

To ensure appropriate outcomes and patient safety, prospective patients should inquire and define the experience, training, and qualifications of the provider of any potential service, procedure and/or treatment.  In addition, informed consent should define what potential side effects and/or complications can exist and how these potential complications would be treated.
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